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Honorable Walter E. Fauntroy
House of ‘Representatives

‘Washington, D.C. 20515

o be_ar Mr. Fauntroy:

Thank you for your letter of 18 May 1977 relating to the '

."journalists covering the work of.the House Select Commlttee on

Assassmatlons

I endorse your conviction that a free press is essential
to a free and democratic society. 1In keeping with that, let me

~ reassure you that no U.S. Joumallst is employed by the Central ‘

HW 53217

Intelligence Agency.

“ You suggest that I should contact the edltors of Journallsts
covering your Committee who may have been associated with this- _
Agency in the past. My predecessors have established a policy . _-
of not disclosing the names of persons who have cooperated with . . *~-’;.-"'_
us. I am enclosing a copy of the Agency statement on the subject. - ~.

I support that policy and will adhere to it. If any journalists - ';';

on the list you refer to had had previous relations with this-
Agency, to notify their editors would be a violation of this = - -~
policy. I hope you will understand our position on this matter. .. &

[ TRTR

Yours sincerely, .

/s/. Stansfield Turner

STANSFIELD TURNER - .. . '«
Enclosure
RSP %”?Wf"“ )
Dlstrlbut].On Ak, v'»uzuéa Bhe m,iut. nz‘&:‘a» Drfo5
Original - Addressee v.é/ encl

- ER w/encl.

1 - DDCI w/encl.

1 - DCI w/encl.

1 - Public Affairs O‘flce/DCI w/encl

. (Dennis Berend) .

1 - OLC Subject w/encl. ;

1 - OLC Chrono w/o encl. _ : ' :
OLC:RJK:hms (re-typed 9 June 1977) v ”
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- CENTRAL- INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20305

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

S11 Febrﬁary‘1976 R 3

Office of the A551stant to the Dlrector d ;
(703) 351-7676 : Lo wend
(703) 687-6931 (nlght) S

STATEMENT

- Over the years, the CIA has had relationships with
. individuals in many walks of American life. These

relationships, many of a voluntary and unpaid nature, have
‘reflected the desire of Americans tobhelp their counfry;

~ Such relationships have been conducted by the Agency with .
che clear intent of furthering'its foreign intelligence
mission and have not oeen aimed at influencing or improperly
acting on any“American institution.

GenUine concern has recently been expreesed about CIA
relations with newsmen and churchmen The Agency does not
belleve there has been any impropriety on its part in ‘the
limited use made of persons connected in some way w1th
American media, church and missionary organlzatlons |
Nonetheless, CIA recognizes the special status afforded
these institutions under our Constitution and in order to‘ﬁ

avoid any appearance cf improper use byvthe Agency, the

HW 53217 DocId:32403785 Page 3
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DCI has decided on a rev1sed pollcy to govern Agency

relatlons w1th these groups:

- Effectlve 1mmed1ate1y,"CIA will-not>enter iﬁtojf.

any paid or contractual relatlonshlp with. any

full-time or part time news correspondent

accredited by any U.S. news serv;ce,_newspaper,

-/ periodical, radio or television network or station.

-- As soon as feasible, the Agency will bring

exlsting relationships_With individoals in: these -
groups into conformity with this new policy;

-- CIA has no secret péid or contractual relationship_'
with any American clergyman or missionary. Thisﬁ
practice will be continued as a matter of polioy.

CIA recognizes that members of these groups may wish '

to provide information to the CIA on matters of foreign.
- intelligence of interest to the U.S. Government. The CIA
will continue to welcome information volunteered by such

individuals.

It is Agency policy not to divulge the names of

cooperating Americans. In this regard CIA will not make -
public, now or in the future, the names of any cooperating

journalists or churchmen.

ey
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Central Intelligence Agency

. ’ The Director o '

{: xr:,’.m g
S

Washinglon. D. C. 20505

Honorable Walter E. Fauntroy o ‘
' House of Representatives " . I . ,
Washington, D. C. 20515 o IR - B

Dear Mr. 'F-‘auntroy:

Thank you for your letter of 18 May 1977 relat1ng to
the journalists covering the work’ of the House Select Commlttee

on As sassmatlons.

1 endo‘rs.e your conviction that a free press is essential
to a free and democratic society. In keeping with that, let me
reassure you thatno U.S. _]ournahst is employed by the Central

Intelligence Agency.

You suggest that I should contact the editors of journalists
- covering your Committee who may have been associated with this
Agency in the past. My pred’ecessor:s have established a policy
of not disclosing the names of persons who have cooperated with
Pfezse-note‘ﬂrr‘?rrai—p&?a—w‘ he—eneloged—A
sta-ﬁemc'nt on the subject. I supporfyand will adhere A\
/ If any journalists on-the list you refer to had had prev1ou~s relations
,v"_with this Agency, 'to notify their editors would be a v1olat1omm\\ m%
f‘\ policy. I hope you will understand our position on this matter. A

. N P4
! . .
| : Yours sincerely,

N | - STANSFIELD TURNER

HW 53217 DocId:32403785 Page 5
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e Central Intelligence Agency ;
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Washington. D. C. 20505
OLC 77-207/a

Honorable Walter E. Fauntroy
House of Representatives
" Washington, D, C. 20515

Dear Mr . Fauntr oy:

Thank you for your letter of 18 May 1977 relating to
the journalists covering the work of thé House Select Committee
“on Assassinations.

I endorse your conviction that a free press is essential
to a free and democratic society. keeping with that, let me
reassure you that no U. S, journali$t is employed by the Central
Intelligence Agency.

You suggest that I should tontact the editors of journalists
covering your Committee who may have been associated with this
Agency in the past. My predecgssors have established a policy
of not disclosing the names of persons who have cooperated with
us. Please note the final paragraph of the enclosed Agency
statement on the subject. I support and will adhere to that policy.
If any journalists on the list ypu refer to had had previous relations
with this Agency, to notify their editors would be a violation of this
policy. I hope you will undeystand our position on this matter,.

Yours sincerely,

STANSFIELD TURNER .

Enclosure
Distribution: )
. Orig - Add'e"w/encl 1 - Public Affairs Office /DCI (Dennis Berend)
' 1 - DCI w/encl - w/encl
1 - DDCI w/encl 1 - OLC Subject w/encl
.t~ ER w/encl . 1 - OLC Chrono w/o encl

OLC RJK:hms/ndl (6 June 1977)
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WALTERE FAUNTROY .

pls-rmC'r or Coc.ummi

COMMITTEE ON
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,

SUBCOMMITTEES:
FISCAL AND GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

(202) 2258050

- ‘;_Mi RAvBuRNV House OrFice BuiLDING @ungrggz ﬂf tbg @nitgh %tafgg | ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND

REGIONAL AFFAIRS

. . : N
Bouse of Repregentatives .~ commitrezon
. : ) - BANKING, FINANCE AND
DISTRICT OFFICE: . . o
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WasHINGTON, D.C. 20548 : o co AND COINAGE
(202) 275-017% ‘ ’ May 1 8 > 1 977 ' HOUSING AND COMMUNITY
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DEVELOPMENT
ECONOMIC STABILIZATION
CONSUMER AFFAIRS

SELECT COMMITTEE ON

The Honorable Stansfield Turner , S . - NASSASSINATION
Admil"al, United States Na\/y . - ' . : CHAIRMAN, SUBCOMMITTEE ON 1 L

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
The Director of Central Intelligence .

The Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D, G, 20505

Dear Admiral Turner:

Thank you for your kind letter of May 10, 1977, in
response tc my letter of April 25, 1977. It is reassuring to
know that you share the view of former CIA Director William
Colby that the now discontinued practice of the CIA employing

journalists as undercover contacts, compromises the integrity -
of the free press in America and that you will not auow it in
your administration either.

\ A free pr\ess', in my view, is essential to a free and
democratic society., The despicable practice in totalitarian ‘
countries of employing government controlled journalists is as
abhorrent to me as it is to the Amemcan Socnety of NeWSpapet"
Editors.

Pursuant to your kind offer of complete cooperation,

‘may I ask you to inspect the list containing the names of forty .
journalists, to which Mr. Colby referred, and, if you find among

the names journalists or feature writers who are presently covering

the work of the House Select Committee on Assassinations, inform

the appropriate editors of your findings. It would be appropriate, it -
seems to me, for you to encourage those editors to relieve such :
| journalists fmm their assignments related to the assassination pmbes. :
I have no need to know the names of those on the list; I need only to

be assured that those who served the CIA during and after the period
‘under investigation by our Committee are not reporting or m’cer‘pretmg .
the act1v1t1es of the Committee to the American public today.

DocId:32403785 Page 9 - ST



I know that you share my concern about the néed for
objective news reporting, and I look forward to hearing from
you regarding this request. : '

Thank you for your time and cdnsider*ation.

Sincerely yours,

/

Pr/ A Fons

WALTER E. FAUNTROY
Member of Congress |

HW 53217 DocId:32403785 Page 10
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with

There is no record that you coordinated this

- remember whether they called your office.
Would you review this before we pass it on
to the DCI.

A/DCI for Public Affairs and they can't

G ostqr
A/DDCI

FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER

FROM: NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NO. . DATE
Gary Foster x-1733 . May 77
| UNCLASSIFIED | | CONFIDENTIAL | SECRET
FO‘R_IGO;O. 237 Use previous editions 2USGPO: 1976 — 202-953 v (40)
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Washington. D.C. 20505 : : S . ( L
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Dear Mr. Fauntroy,
Thank you for your response of April 25.

While I cannot vouch for the attitudes of
members of the press, I can only reiterate my
assurances that there are no U.S. journalists
employed by the Central Intelligence Agency,
and that you have the most complete cooperation
of this Agency with your investigation.

Yours sincerely, o

STANSFIELD JTURNER
Admiral, U.S. Navy . -

The Honorable Walter E. Fauntroy o o N o
United States House of Representatives o ' I
Washington, D.C. 20515
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_ . . Exsceutive Registry
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Dear Mr. Fauntroy,

Thank you for your response of Aprjl 28 to my
letter of April 25.
While I cannot vouch for the at‘itudes of members
of the press, I can only reiterate my assurances that there
are no U.S. journalists employed by/the Central Intelligence
Agency, and that you have the most/ complete cooperation of
this Agency with your investigatjon.

/ Yours sincerely,
/[/s/ Stansfield Turnew

STANSFIELD TURNER
Admiral, U. S. Navy

The Honorable Walter E/ Fauntroy
United Stétes House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515
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